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| am a(n) instructor at Rutgers-Camden.

112 out of 112 people answered this question
1 Full-time
2 Adjunct/PTL

3 TA

| assign writing in the following types of courses:

112 out of 112 people answered this question
1 Upper level
2 Intro level
3 Courses for non-majors

4 Other

| typically assign papers of the following lengths:

112 out of 112 people answered this question
1 2-4 pages
2 5-8 pages

3 9+ pages

| assign writing in of my classes.

112 out of 112 people answered this question

1 all

2 most
3 some
4 few

5 none
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When | assign writing, it is typically assignments per course.

112 out of 112 people answered this question

1 34
2 5+
3 1-2

Do you assign in-class writing exams?

111 out of 112 people answered this question
1 No

2 Yes

Do you typically assign informal writing assignments in your course?

110 out of 112 people answered this question
1 Yes
2 No

3 Sometimes

Do you typically provide students with an assignment sheet?

112 out of 112 people answered this question
1 Yes
2 Sometimes

3 No

Do you typically provide students with an audience for whom they should be writing?

111 out of 112 people answered this question

1 Yes

2 No

3 Sometimes
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How long do students have to complete a typical writing assignment?

110 out of 112 people answered this question

1 1-2 weeks 53/ 48%
2 3-5 weeks 43/ 39%
3 5+ weeks 14/ 13%

Check all the components of your writing assignments for which you give explicit instruction.

111 out of 112 people answered this question

1 Due date 109/ 98%
2 Turn-in method 97 1 87%
3 Page length 94 / 85%
4 Purpose 88/79%
5  Citation style 81/73%
6 Objectives 71/ 64%
7 Font/margin settings 63/57%
8 Audience 56 / 50%
s  FAQs 15/14%
10 | Other 2/2%

Do you allow or require students to revise assignments?

109 out of 112 people answered this question

1 Allow 57 1 52%
2 Neither 39/36%
3 Require 13/12%

Do you have a policy on revision?

110 out of 112 people answered this question

https://tmac2.typeform.com/report/maGFHf/srci?typeform-print=1&typeform-cache=0
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2 Yes

Do you comment on early drafts or final drafts?

107 out of 112 people answered this question
1 Both
2 Early drafts only

3 Final drafts only

In general, how long does it take you to comment on a paper?

111 out of 112 people answered this question
1 20+ minutes
2 10-15 minutes
3 15-20 minutes

4 Less than 10 minutes

How much do you line edit/correct papers for grammar?

111 out of 112 people answered this question

1 Frequently
2 Occasionally

3 Not at all

How often do you make marginal notes on drafts regarding clarity of content or ideas?

110 out of 112 people answered this question
1 Frequently
2 Occasionally

3 Not at all
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What form does your feedback take?

112 out of 112 people answered this question

1

Writing assignment typically make up

Handwritten comments in the margin

Electronic comments

Face-to-face

Handwritten end note

Other

Audio

112 out of 112 people answered this question

1

21-40

41-60

0-20

61-80

81-100
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percent of a student's final grade in your course.

In a typical writing assignment, students tend to get mostly .

108 out of 112 people answered this question

B's

F's

Do you use a rubric when grading writing assignments?

110 out of 112 people answered this question

https://tmac2.typeform.com/report/maGFHf/srci?typeform-print=1&typeform-cache=0

76/ 68%

70/63%

57 151%

55/49%

3/3%

0/0%

35/31%

32/29%

19/17%

19/17%

716%

79173%

171 16%

121 11%

0/0%

0/0%

5/8



2/7/2016 General Report - Campus Survey on Writing: Faculty Perspectives

1 Yes 68 /62%

2 No 42/ 38%

Do students have a copy of (or have access to) the rubric that you use?

110 out of 112 people answered this question

1 Yes 62 /56%
2 NA 39/35%
3 No 9/8%

When grading writing assignments, which do you tend to favor more: coherent grammar or coherent ideas/content?

111 out of 112 people answered this question

1 Coherent ideas/content 71/ 64%
2 Both are favored equally 37133%
3 Coherent grammar 3/3%

How often do you do peer review?

111 out of 112 people answered this question

1 Never 53 /48%
2 Some assignments 47 | 42%
3 Major assignments only 9/8%
4 All assignments 2/12%

Does participation in peer review factor into a student's grade?

112 out of 112 people answered this question

1 NA 46/ 41%
2 No 43 /38%
3 Yes 23121%

https://tmac2.typeform.com/report/maGFHf/srci?typeform-print=1&typeform-cache=0
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How often do you ask that students collaborate on writing assignments?

109 out of 112 people answered this question

1 Never 57 1 52%
2 Sometimes 41/ 38%
3 Often 11/10%

In terms of final products, how successful would you consider student collaboration?

83 out of 112 people answered this question
Average: 3.06

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very Unsuccessful Very Successful
, 25/30%
4 211 25%
1 14 /17%
2 12/14%
5 9/11%
6 2/2%

Do you provide your students with professional or peer models to work from when giving writing assignments?

111 out of 112 people answered this question

1 Yes 50/ 45%
2 Sometimes 42 | 38%
3 No 19/17%

In terms of writing skills, how would you describe the level of preparedness students come to you class with?

111 out of 112 people answered this question

1 Somewhat prepared 58 /52%

https://tmac2.typeform.com/report/maGFHf/srci?typeform-print=1&typeform-cache=0 7/8
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2 Poorly prepared 46 / 41%

3 Well prepared 716%

How would you rate the level of satisfaction you have with the writing that your students typically turn in?

111 out of 112 people answered this question
Average: 2.83

1 2 3 4 5
Very Unsatisfied Very Satisfied
3 60/ 54%
2 26/ 23%
4 15/14%
1 7/6%
5 3/3%

https://tmac2.typeform.com/report/maGFHf/srci?typeform-print=1&typeform-cache=0 8/8



Briefly describe a typical writing assignment in your
course:

“It is either a position piece, in which a student uses the classic strategies of
rhetoric to convey an opinion, a research-backed article, a personal reflection, or
other formal and informal styles.” —Intro level, English

“Typically | require two 4-6 page papers and one 8-10 page paper per class. In
some classes | also assign weekly 0.5-1 page response papers, which are less
formal.” — Upper level and non-major, History

“Students are asked to make an argument for their position on an issue discussed
and read about in the course, including in response to likely counterarguments.” —
All levels, Philosophy and Religion

“Students are required to find an article in the media and asked to identify the
main features of the study. They are also asked about their opinion on the quality
of the research and implications of the study.” —Intro level and non-major,
Psychology

“| often give formal papers which allow students to consider data in relation to
theory, alongside more informal reading responses.” —Upper level and non-major,
Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice

“One page responses to reading assignments, two page responses to reading
assignments, five page paper on a book, five page paper applying ideas learned
through the course” —Upper level, Teacher Prep Program



If you have one, briefly describe your policy on revision:

“Students are encouraged to turn in a rough draft ~ 1 month before the due date
to receive comments/suggestions. These comments can be used to improve the
final submission.” —Upper level, Biology

“Students are given feedback after each submission of a writing assignment and
required to make any necessary revisions before a mandatory re-submission.”
—Intro and upper level, Childhood Studies

“Revisions must involve more than simple replacement of punctuation and
misspellings. Students must complete an in-depth revision, reexamining formal
and thematic choices and arguments.” —Intro level, English

“Since | have students do at least one preliminary draft, they always revise. |
grade the preliminary draft, and if they are really unhappy with their
performance, | will let them do a second preliminary draft. After all, the whole
point is to improve their writing, so while | grade drafts (otherwise many would
put little effort into them) | don't mind having them do a second one.” —All levels,
History

“Students may not revise papers. Instead, they are required to describe how they
incorporated feedback on the previous paper into improving the next assignment.
Each assignment builds on the skills applied in the previous one.” —All levels,
Philosophy and Religion

“ don't have a formal one, but if someone asks for feedback before an
assignment is due, | provide it, and if someone clearly misses the point in an
assignment, | will sometimes offer them a chance to rewrite it to make up half of
the credit they lost.”—Intro level and non-major, Psychology



Do you encourage students to seek writing assistance
from the learning center? Why or why not?

“yes, always -- improves grammar especially and sometimes it improves sentence
structure and other mechanics of writing” —All levels, Gender and Women'’s
Studies

“Yes. | encourage all my students to visit the writing center. This is especially the
case with any students who approach me about writing issues or insecurities.
However, since | think most professional academics, myself included, would
probably benefit from a trip or two to the writing center, | frequently recommend
it to my most advanced students as well.” —All levels, Fine Arts

“Always at the beginning of the semester and after the first writing assignment.
This is because learning to write with new jargon is challenging and additional
help is often required.”—Intro and upper level, Childhood Studies

“No; | make corrections as the semester progresses and the students are made
aware in this manner of my expectations.”—Intro level, Chemistry

“Yes. | encourage my students to visit both the Learning Center and the Writing &
Design Lab. It is helpful for them to get individualized attention to work on their
writing, and it can be useful to gain the perspective of experts other than
myself.” —Intro level and non-major, English

“I do encourage students to seek writing assistance, when they write in English. |
encourage them because their writing is often very poor.”—All levels, Foreign
Languages



Briefly describe your peer review process, if you have

one:

“Students are strongly encouraged to consistently engage each other in written
online discussions, and on conversations pertaining to the midterm and final. The
actual midterms and finals are reviewed by me alone.”—Intro and non-major,
Fine Arts

“I'd rather explain why | DON'T have one: | believe the students lack the
knowledge to identify each other's problems, the ability to indicate these
problems in a tactful yet forceful matter to classmates, or both.” —Upper level
and non-major, History

“students are allow to share feedback on work peers present with my supervision
after explaining criteria and how to provide feedback on work” —Upper level,
Public Policy and Administration

“When | assign discussion questions, each student is required to respond to the
guestion and then provide feedback on what several other students have written
and vice-versa. “—Intro and upper level, Sociology

“At the beginning of the course, | ask students to develop 'study buddies' to
ensure peer support throughout the semester. The peer support also is used to
encourage students to support their course submissions in advance.”—All levels,
Teacher Prep

“I'try to group students thematically, ie "Sally will probably have something
interesting to say about Sue's paper." Then | give a sort of checklist for things to
look for in each paper.”—All levels, English



Briefly describe a writing assignment that is specific to
vour field of study.

“For my class, which is Ethics and Policy in Criminal Justice, their final paper
involves describing and defining an ethical issue or dilemma that they have read
about in a book and then designing a policy to address that issue.”—Upper level,
Anthropology, Sociology and Criminal Justice

“Describe clearly the significance of nanotubes composed of C60. Include
introduction to the field as well as 2-3 recent innovations (within last 2 years).” —
Upper level, Chemistry

“Read a specific research paper (on a topic of interest to student) and summarize
the results for someone not familiar with the research problem addressed in
paper.”—Upper level, Computer Science

“For my Memory class, students wrote a paper describing what a piece of media
(movie, tv show, etc) got right and wrong about how memory works.” —Upper
level, Psychology

“Analyze a piece of landmark legislation to explain the outcome. Essentially track
the issue through the policy process (agenda setting-->decision making-->
implementation) and explain each phase. What are the interests involved? Who
(people & institutions) are the stakeholders? What are the sources of influence?
Who wins and who loses? Why? Does your outcome align with a political science
theory we have studied?” —Intro and upper level, Political Science

“A general theme is: give current opinions on how historical design and
innovation is still relevant today, or how has a contemporary design been inspired
or influenced by the past.”—Intro level and non-major, Fine Arts



Do you find that students struggle with any of the
learning goals in your course? If so, describe:

“Most students have difficulty posing a thesis statement and supporting it with
evidence from the assigned readings. Students also have difficulty talking in front
of the class and expressing their ideas clearly.”—Upper level and non-major,
History

“My students struggle with thinking analytically about an idea or piece of writing
rather than summarizing it. They also have difficulty arranging and supporting
arguments. We work on this throughout the semester.” —Intro level and non-
major, English

“Yes, students struggle conceptualizing the material. Many students focus on the
terminology for the exams and miss the larger picture of the writing
assignments.”—All levels, Childhood Studies

“yes. critical thinking. They have difficulty understanding the need for
persuasiveness to be based on logical arguments and/or concrete examples. On a
related matter, they have difficulty how to apply theoretical or conceptual
frameworks” —Intro and upper level, Political Science

“One big challenge is critical thinking around scientific issues and findings. They
struggle with the written communication in part because they struggle with the
critical thinking skills that should largely make up the content of the writing.” —
Intro level, Psychology

“They do not dig deeply enough into analysis. They don't push their thinking
further. | think this is because they don't give themselves enough time to write
and think. So they are content with surface conclusions.” —All levels, Sociology,
Anthropology, and Criminal Justice



Based on how you answered the previous questions, in
what ways would you describe any challenges you may
face when giving writing assighments?:

“Getting students to express results in a complete and clear manner, particularly
for main ideas used to solve a problem in the sciences.”—Upper level, Computer
Science

“There is often a range of abilities in a given class. Students seem disinterested in
the process. (Students who need help how often concluded they "can't write" and
seem to give up.) It's hard to integrate teaching writing methods with the subject
matter of the course.”—All levels, English

“Many students have difficulty generating their own topics. Some students do
not want the choices given, say, for a comparative essay. So, | try to
accommodate both viewpoints.”—Intro level, Fine Arts

“The main problem with scientific papers is that students jump straight to the
equations with very little justification for it. Sometimes it is hard to figure out if
the student is randomly picking equations or if there is a logical pattern of some
sort. This is a problem because if | cannot follow the line of thoughts of the
student it is difficult to help him/her to fix it.”—Intro and Upper level, Physics

“The challenge, obviously, is to get the students to write better. | suppose, in the
long run, the challenge is to get students to adopt a positive view of writing, in
general.”—All levels, Foreign Languages

“Writing ability varies greatly. As | am not an English professor, | try to focus on
science. Sometimes the student writing is so poor, the science is lost.” —Upper
level, Chemistry



What support would you like in assighing writing?

“Students who seek writing assistance show notable improvements. Making
writing assistance available and socially acceptable helps.” —All levels, Childhood
Studies

“I would love to have someone from the writing center come to my class for 1 or
2 days to teach my class basic writing. As an instructor of an upper-level course, |
find these students REALLY need a refresher in writing. They are going to struggle
in the real-world if they cannot write proper sentences.” —Upper level, Criminal
Justice

“A robust writing center staffed with tutors trained in contemporary writing
center theory and practices.”—All levels, English

“I would like all first year students to have the fundamentals down so that when |
see them in the content specific class, | can count on using writing assignments as
a tool in instruction.”—Intro level, Psychology

“Getting students to see the value in using the learning center for writing
assistance. And, how to incentive the use of the lab in conjunction with writing
the paper. “—Intro and upper level, Sociology

“Time! For example, each response paper to a course video takes between 20-30
minutes per paper and | averaged 38 students last semester.”—All levels, Teacher
Prep Program



