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What are Threshold Concepts? According to Meyer and Land (2003):

A threshold concept can be considered as akin to a portal, opening up a new and previously

inaccessible way of thinking about something. It represents a transformed way of

understanding, or interpreting, or viewing something without which the learner cannot

progress. As a consequence of comprehending a threshold concept there may thus be a

transformed internal view of subject matter, subject landscape, or even world view. This

transformation may be sudden or it may be protracted over a considerable period of time,

with the transition to understanding proving troublesome. Such a transformed view or

landscape may represent how people ‘think’ in a particular discipline, or how they perceive,

apprehend, or experience particular phenomena within that discipline (or more generally). It

might, of course, be argued, in a critical sense, that such transformed understanding leads to

a privileged or dominant view and therefore a contestable way of understanding something.

Resources:
Threshold Concepts and Troublesome Knowledge: Linkages to Ways of Thinking and

Practising within the Disciplines, Jan Meyer and Ray Land (2003)


http://www.colorado.edu/ftep/documents/ETLreport4-1.pdf
Before and After Students “Get it”: Threshold Concepts


https://teachingcommons.stanford.edu/teaching-talk/and-after-students-get-it-threshold-concepts
Decoding the Disciplines


http://decodingthedisciplines.org/index.html
Bottlenecks and Thresholds Initiative


https://cndls.georgetown.edu/bottlenecks-and-thresholds/
Using Analogies to Translate Expert Thinking, Jen Shang


http://citl.indiana.edu/innovations/spotlights/shang.php

